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Pennsylvania must restructure
the way it provides education for
students with disabilities who of-
ten- wait more than a year to be
placed in proper programs, a fed-
eral order says.

The order, received yesterday
by attorneys in the case, was in

“response to a lawsuit against the
state and the Department of Edu-
cation brought by parents of chil-
dren with disabilities.

“Plaintiffs said their children
fell through the cracks of a_sys-
tem that lacks enough conve-
niently located services. o

The order listed requ:rements
the state must meet, and said the
state must track disabled students
who cannot find placement, work
with school districts to make sure
‘programs are _available locally.
and determine areas of ‘the state
that lack services. -

The order also reqmres the
departments of Education, Public
- Welfare and other agencies' to
have better coordination in help
~ing to provide services. :

The order was signed by
Judge Sylvia H. Rambo, who 1last
summer found Pennsylvania vio-
lated a federal law to provide
"“'free appropriate public educa-
tion” for every handicapped stu-
‘dent, The new order spells out

- ‘what the state must do to hx the
problem.

“We think it represents rea.lly
significant progress forward,”
said co-counsel ? net F. Stotland.
“We are hopeful if it is imple-
mented properly we'll see prog-
ress for youngsters who hlston-
cally have not been well serv

More than 280,000 students
are enrolled in spec:al education
programs statewide, However,

there is no official estimate on
the number of students waiting to
be placed in programs.



