By John Beauge
FE)r the Patriot-News

WILLIAMSPORT — A federal
court suit has been filed here
against local and state education
officials on behalf of a handi-
capped kindergarten pupil.

The civil rights action has been
brought on behalf of the girl, iden-
tified only as Elizabeth S., 5, who
attends Stevens Elementary
School, and her mother, Judith S.,
whose address is listed only as *'in
the Williamsport Area School Dis-
trict.”

The complaint states that the
child has diabetes and cannot at-
tend Kindergarten without a par-
ent because the school district re-
fuses to provide certain supportive
health services for her.

The suit alleges that the school
district refused to hold a hearing in
the case and did not conduct an
evaluation to determine the child’s
appropriate educational place-
ment.

The plaintiff's attorney, There-
sa Glennon of Philadelphia, is ask-
ing that the suit become a class
action to include all handicapped
students in the state who do not
require special education.

Named as defendants are the
school district and its superintend-
ent, Dr. Oscar W. Knade; Dr. Mar-
garet Smith, state secretary of ed-
ucation: Dr. D. Kay Wright,

commissioner of basic education;
and Dr. Gary Makuch, director of
the Bureau of Special Education. -

The complaint seeks an injunc-
tion to require the school district
to provide supportive health ser-
vices that include giving the girl
prescribed snacks, training teach-
ers to recognize symptoms of Tow
and high blood sugar, and having
available a trained person to con-
duct a simple blood-sugar test and
provide a snack high in sugar or an
injection of glucagon, an agent
that increases the amount of sugar
in the blood.

The plaintiff contends training
on support for diabetics is avail-
able free to the school district at
Williamsport Hospital.

An injunction also is sought to
prevent the state from providing
financial assistance to the district
until the supportive health care
services are initiated.

The complaint also asks that
the state officials be required to
establish -a procedure for school
districts for the evaluation and
placement of handicapped children
that includes the right to a hearing.

The plaintiffs say it has been a
detriment to the child to have her
mother with her in class since last
September and it has harmed a
younger child in the family who
must be with a baby sitter during
kindergarten hours.
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